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What follows is speculation, often far-fetched speculation, 
which the reader will consider or dismiss according to his 
individual predilection. It is further an attempt to follow out 
an idea consistently, out of curiosity to see where it will lead.
—Sigmund Freud, “Beyond the Pleasure Principle” 
(1920), The Standard Edition of the Complete Psychological 
Works of Sigmund Freud, trans. James and Alix Strachey 
(London: The Hogarth Press and the Institute for Psycho-
Analysis, 1950–74), vol. 18, 23.
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